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of Tameen, a name peculiar to these lands, but very familiar to
Arab ears, and of frequent occurrence in prose and verse. Now
Benoo-Tameem have been in all ages distinguished from other
Arabs by strongly-drawn lines of character, the object of the
exaggerated praise and of the biting satire of native poets.
Good or bad, these characteristics, described some thousand
years ago, are identical with the portrait of their real or pre-
tended descendants. " Do you wonder at the men of 'Aared ?"
said a man of Hasa in reply to my unfavourable comments on
Ri'ad and its people; "surely you cannot have forgotten that
they are Benoo-Tameem ?" Much less spirited, less profusely
generous, less prone to movement and hazardous enterprise,
less cheerful and open too than the majority of Arab clans,
they were known as more persevering, moire united, more pru-
dent; sparing of words, not easily roused nor quick to manifest
their feelings, but firm of purpose, terrible in revenge, deep and
implacable haters, and doubtful friends to all save their own
immediate kindred. Their very expression of feature, reserved,
often contracted, gloomy, or at best serious, contrasts strangely
with the frank and pleasing faces of the northerly tribes, while
it implies greater capacity for rule, organization, and, no less,
oppression. Acting far more than any other Arabs on system,
and less on impulse, of a narrower but a more concentrated
frame of intellect and will, their union and perseverance are
morally sure to triumph in the long run over their disunited and
desultory neighbours, and the Nejdean empire necessarily tends
to absorb or crush the greater part of the Peninsula, perhaps at
no distant period. This same type stamps all their words and
ways, even in house-life and in market dealings.

Along with this unamiable cast of mind and temper goes a
greater simplicity in dress and in house ornament, the cutting-
down of ringlets and the absence of ostentation in the use of
wealth and goods. All this is- simply natural to the men of
'Aared and Yemamah, independent of Wahhabee puritanisrn,
and the rigour of its code. But even this double rigour, innate
and legal, cannot always prevent their immense pride from
finding vent in gorgeous trappings and costly furniture, when
the consciousness of absolute and domineering strength affords
security in so doing. Fortunately for them, the number of those
who can safely enjoy such exceptional privileges is small; and